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should pass the Safe Schools Improve-
ment Act and the Tyler Clementi High-
er Education Anti-Harassment Act of 
2011; 

We must stand up for real family val-
ues and support the Every Child De-
serves a Family Act. All parents who 
wish to adopt a foster child deserve the 
chance to do so no matter their sexual 
identities; 

Finally, I strongly support amending 
the Immigration and Nationality Act 
to grant same-sex partnerships the 
same rights and privileges as any other 
partnership. 

One of the most important mile-
stones in this struggle was the endorse-
ment recently by President Obama and 
Vice President BIDEN of marriage 
equality for all Americans. With re-
newed momentum and with continued 
hard work, we will not only achieve 
marriage equality for our LGBT friends 
and families, but equality and fairness 
in all aspects of life. 

Make no mistake, we are not striving 
just for tolerance; we are striving to 
make this country more equitable, 
just, and fair so that every man, 
woman, and child has the opportunity 
to pursue their dreams in a safe and ac-
cepting environment. Such freedom is 
the very cornerstone on which a livable 
community is established, where fami-
lies are safe, healthy, and economically 
secure. 

f 

IN HONOR OF BRANDON ELIZARES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. REYES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. REYES. As a parent and a grand-
parent, I rise today with a heavy heart 
to take time to remember Brandon 
Elizares, a young man who left us 21⁄2 
weeks ago. 

In our community, he will always be 
remembered for his smile, for his per-
sonality, and for his desire to serve as 
an inspiration to others. Brandon, like 
over 11 million people in this country, 
was gay, and like so many of his peers 
was being harassed and bullied until he 
took his own life on June 2 after being 
threatened with being buried alive and 
shot. 

His last message echoed his infinite 
love for his family and his apologies for 
not being strong enough to continue 
taking the abuse that he had faced for 
over 2 years. His final words read, ‘‘My 
name is Brandon Joseph Elizares, and I 
couldn’t make it. I love you guys with 
all of my heart.’’ 

High school should be an exciting 
time with an array of new experiences 
and challenges, but one thing it should 
not be is an environment in which 
young people worry about being 
bullied. Children in high school should 
be focused on their education, pure and 
simple. The sad reality, though, is that 
for many students their primary con-
cerns don’t lie in textbooks or in the 
upcoming exams but in the fear that 
they will not be accepted by their 
peers, that they will be physically 

abused, or, in the case of Brandon and 
in the cases of countless others like 
him, that they may consider taking 
their own lives to escape the terrible 
pain. 

Brandon was a young man who exem-
plified our best in the El Paso commu-
nity. He embodied what this Nation 
looks for in all its young people. He 
was a best friend, a loving son, an as-
piring model and artist, an excellent 
student, and, to a teenage girl who had 
contemplated suicide herself due to 
bullying, Brandon was a superhero and 
an older brother. 

Like so many El Pasoans, I feel a 
personal connection to Brandon, and 
his death reflects the unfortunate 
truth that many young people today in 
our community continue to suffer. 
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I stand here in the people’s House to 
ask my colleagues to help me in ensur-
ing that Brandon’s death was not in 
vain. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
support of the Student Non-Discrimi-
nation Act, H.R. 998, and the Safe 
Schools Improvement Act, H.R. 1648, to 
protect LGBT students from discrimi-
nation and from bullying in the 
schools. I also ask that you stand with 
me in support of the ‘‘It Gets Better 
Campaign,’’ a project whose goal is to 
prevent suicide among youth by having 
adults and allies convey the message 
that these teens’ lives will ultimately 
improve. 

In our country today, unfortunately, 
the facts are clear. Fifty-six percent of 
students have personally felt some sort 
of bullying at school. Between the 
fourth and eighth grade in particular, 
90 percent of students report being the 
victims of bullying. Nine out of ten 
LGBT youth reported being verbally 
harassed in school in the past year be-
cause of their sexual orientation. A 
victim of bullying is twice as likely to 
take his or her life compared to some-
one who has not been victimized. 

Every day, thousands of children 
wake up fearing for their well-being as 
they go to school. If the Student Non- 
Discrimination Act and the Safe 
Schools Improvement Act were enacted 
today, we could provide students a 
sense of relief and some reassurance 
that their government is working to 
improve their lives by increasing 
awareness about their daily struggles. 
We owe that to Brandon and so many 
others who are suffering from bullying 
in our schools. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 12 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Richard Haynes, Salem 
Missionary Baptist Church, Lilburn, 
Georgia, offered the following prayer: 

Our Father in heaven, we thank You 
for a brand-new day and for all of the 
opportunities and possibilities that 
comes with this day. 

We thank You for another oppor-
tunity to be better. Thank You for an-
other blessed opportunity to do better. 
We thank You for yet another chance 
to correct mistakes and make critical 
legislative adjustments for the better-
ment of this country and the world. 

With a heart of gratitude for the 
many possibilities that this day brings, 
we declare with the Psalmist David 
that we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
May our rejoicings manifest them-
selves in good works that others may 
see, that You may be glorified. 

In the name of Your darling Son, we 
pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. WOODALL) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. WOODALL led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a bill of the 
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 3314. An act to specifically authorize 
certain funds for an intelligence or intel-
ligence-related activity and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND RICHARD 
HAYNES 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
WOODALL) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, the 

House is fortunate today to have Rev-
erend Dr. Richard Benjamin Haynes as 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 05:20 Jun 21, 2012 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K20JN7.031 H20JNPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

6S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-01T10:19:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




